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India and Lord Chelmsford to place the Indian Moslem
view-point before His Majesty's Government inspired us
with the hope in September last when the pro-Greek attitude
of the then British Premier was creating a crisis in the
Near East, that the only constitutional way open to us of
successfully helping our Turkish co-religionists was to
approach the representative of our august Sovereign. It
is our pleasant duty to acknowledge that that hope has been
realized.

" We have assembled here to-day to express our deep sense
of gratitude to Your Excellency and the Government of
India on the signing of the Turkish Peace Treaty. The part
played by Your Excellency and the Right Hon. E. S.
Montagu, who, we are sorry to note, is no longer a member
of the Cabinet, will be gratefully remembered by us and
future generations. Throughout a period of stress and
storm Your Excellency never allowed your sense of true
statesmanship to be influenced by the passing events of
the day. The telegram of the 28th February, 1922, which
embodied the views of the Provincial Governments, including
the Ministers, showed how rightly Your Excellency's Govern-
ment had gauged the real situation.

" Its publication was followed by the forced resignation of
Mr. Montagu, which gave a shock to our community no less
than to the rest of our countrymen. Good however cometh
out of evil. The event went a long way in dispelling the
atmosphere of distrust and suspicion in which a large section
of our co-religionists were working, and they began
to realize that, whatever might be the attitude of the
British Cabinet, Your Excellency's Government had whole-
heartedly undertaken to champion our cause. We realize
that the disappearance of Mr. Montagu from Whitehall must
have thrown the whole burden on Your Excellency and on
your Government. It is most fortunate that India had at this
critical time as the head of the Government a statesman of
Your Excellency's sympathetic imagination, strong will and
wide experience. The chequered course of events at
Lausanne has at times been the cause of great anxiety, but
we have reason to believe that during all this period of high